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THE FHEKOME'SS ISVRKAV. 

Copy of the Bill Continuing lis Opera- 
tion. 

Tho following Ls the Froedmon's Buroau Bill 
which was passed on the ICth over tho President's 
veto: 

Section 1. That the act to establish a Bureau' for 
tho relief of freedinon aud refugeos, approved March 
3, 1865, shall continue iu force tor the term of two 
years from and after tho passage of this act. 

Sko. 2. That the supervision and care of said B\\- 
reu shall extend to all loyal refugees aud freedmeu, bo 
far an the same shall bo necessary to onahlo them, as 
speedily as practicable, to become self-supporting 
citizens oi the United States, and to aid them in 
making tho freedom conferred by proclamation of tho 
Commander-in-Chief, by emancipation under tho 
laws of States, and by Constitutional Amendment 
availablo to thorn and beneficial to the Republic, 

Skc. 3. That tho President shall, by and withjlhe 
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint two Assis- 
tant Commissioners in Addition to those authorized 
■by tho act to winch this is an amendment, who shall 
give like bonds and receive tho same annual salaries 
provided in said act, and each of tho Assistant Com- 
missioners of tho Bureau shall have charge of ono 
district containing such refugees or freedmcu, to bo 
assigned him byihe Commissioner, with the approval 
of tho President, and the Commissioner shall, under 
the direction of the President, and so far as tho same 
shall, in his judgment, be necessary for the efficient 
and economical' administration of the affairs of the 
Buroau, appoint such agonts, clerks and assistants as 
may be required for the proper conduct of tho Bu- 
reau. Military officers or onlisted men may be de- 
tailed lor service and assigned to duty under this 
act, aud tho President may, if it is in his judg- 
ment safe and judicious so to do, detail from the 
army all the officers and agents of this bureau, but no 
officer so assigned shall have tho increase ot pay or 
allowances, llach clerk or agent not heretofore au- 
i thorized by law, not boing a military officer, shall 
'* havo an annual salary of not loss than $500, nor more 
than $1,20(\, according to tho service required oi him, 
and it shall'be the duty of tho Commissioner, when it 
can be dono consistently with public interest, to ap- 
point as Assistant Commissioners, agents and clerks, 
such men as havo proved their loyalty by faithful ser- 
vice in the armies of the Union during tho rebellion, 
and all persons appointed to service under this act, 
and the act to which this is an amendment, shall bo 
so far deemed in the military service of tho United 
States as to bo under tho military jurisdiction, and 
entitled to the military protection of the Government 
while in the discharge of tho duties of their office. 

Sec. 4. That tho officers of the Vetoran Reserve 
Corps, or of the volunloer service now on duty in the 
rreedmen's Bureau as assistant commissioners, 
agents, medical officers, or in other capacities, whose 
regiments or corps have been or may hereafter bo 
mustered out of service, may bo retained upon such 
duty as officers of said Bureau, with the samo com- 
pensation as is now provided for by law for their re- 
spective grades, and tho Secretary ol War shall havo 
power to fill vacancies until other officers can bo de- I 
tailed in their places without detriment to tho 
public service. 

Sec. 5. That the second section of the act, to which 
this is an amendment, shall be deemed to authorize 
the Secretary of War to issuo such medical stores or 
other Supplies and transportation, and afford such 
medical or other aid as may bo needed for the pur- 
pose named in said section; provided, that no person 
shall.be deemed "destitute," suffering or dependent 
upon the Government for support, within tho mean* 
m S of this act, who is able to find employment, and 
couid*, by proper industry or exertions, avoid such 
destitution, suffering or dependence, 

Sec, G. Whereas, By the provisions of an act ap- 
proved Feb. 6, 18G3, entitled "An act to amend act 
entitled an act for tho collection of direct taxe3 in in- 
surrectionary districts within the United States, and 
for other purposes," approved Juno 7, 18C2, certain 
lands in the parishes of St. Helena and St. Luke, 
South Carolina, were bid in by the United States at 
public tax sales, and by tho limitation of said act tho 
time of redemption of said lands has expired; and 
whereas, in accordance with instructions issued by 
President Lincoln on the 10th day of September, 
18C2, to the United States Direct Tax Commissioners 
.for South Carolina, certain lands bid in by the 
United StateB in the pariah of St. Helena, in saiA 
State, wore in part sold by said Tax Commi ~ 
sioners to heads of families of the African race, 
in parcels of not more than twenty acres to 
each purchaser: and whereas, * under the said 
instructions tho said Tax Commissioners did also set 
apart as school lands certain parcels of land in said 
parish, numbered on their plats from one to twenty- 
three inclusive, making an aggregate of six thousand 
aQres, more or less; Therefore, 6e it further enacted, 
That the sales made to tho heads of families of the 
African -race, under the instructions of President 
Lihcow* to the United States Tax Commissioners of 
South Carolina, of date Sept. , 16, 1863, are hereby 
confirmed and established; and all leases which have 
.been made to such heads of families by said Direct 
Tax Commissioners, shall be changed into certificates 
of saViu all oases wherein tho lease prbvid&B for 


such substitution; and all/the landsrj now remaining 
unsold which como within tho sanib,4*»ignftfion, be- 
ing eight thousand;. acres, mora b)r less, fihttU bo": (Ha* 
posed of according to said instruction's. , ; \ : ; 

Seo, 7. That all other lands' bid, imby tho United 
States at tax sales being 38,000 lacres, more or less, 
and now in the hands v of said Tax Commissioners as 
the property of the United, States in the parishes of 
St. Helena and Str Luke,* excepting the school farms 
as specified in the prdceding section, and so much as 
may be necessary for military and naval purposes at 
Hilton Head, Buy Point and Land's End, and except- 
ing also tho City of Port Royal and St. Holena Island, 
and the town of Beaufort, shall be disposed of in par- 
cels of twenty acres each, at $1 50 per- acre; to such 
persons and to such only, as have acquired and are 
now occupying lauds under and agreeably to the pro- 
visions of Major-Gen. 'Sherman's special field order, 
dated at Savannah, Ga„ Jan. 10, I8G5, and the remain- 
ing lands, if any, shall be disposed of in like manner 
to such persons as had acquired lands agrbeably to 
said order of Gon, Shehman, but who have boen clis- 
pos3C838ci by tho restoration of - the same to former 
owners; provided that the lands sold in compliance 
with tho provisions of this and the preceding section 
shall not be alien.tff ur. by their purchasers within six 
years from nnd aft^i* the passage ot this act.' 

Sec. 8, That th^achool farms in the parish of St. 
Heloua, South Carolina, shall be sold subject to any 
leases of tho samo by tho said Commissioners at pub- 
lic auction, on or before the 1st day of January, 1867, 
at not loss than $10 per acre, and tho lots in the City 
of Port Royal as laid down by the said Tax Commis- 
sioners, and the lots and tho houses in tho town of 
Beaufort, which aro etUl hold;iu like manner, sbalfbo 
sold at public auction, and tho proceeds ot said sales, 
after paying tho expenses of the surveys and sales, 
shall bo invested in United States bonds, tho interest 
of which shall bo appropriated undor tho direction of 
tho Commissioner to tho support of schools, without 
distinction of color or race, on the islands in the par- 
ishes of St. Helena and St. Luke. 
• Seo. 9. That Ike Assistant Commissioners for 
South Carolina and Georgia aro hereby authorized to 
examine all claims, to lands in thoir respect- 
ive States, which are claimed under tho pro- 
visions of Gen. Suicbhan's special hold order, aud 
to give each person having a valid claim a warrant 
upon tho Direct Tax Commissioners for South Caro- 
lina for twenty acres of laud; and the said Direct Tax 
Commissioners shall issue to every person, or to his 
or her heirs, but in no case to any assigns presonting 
such warrant, a lease of twenty acres of land, as pro- 
vided for in faction — , for the lonn or a be years, 
But at anytime thoreattcr, upon tho payment of a 
sum not exceeding $1 CO per acre, the person holding 
such lease shall bo entitled to ft certificate ot oalo of 
said tract oi twenty acres from Iho Direct Tax Com- 
missioners, or such officers as may bo authorizod to 
issue tho samo, but no warrant. shall bo hold valid 
longer than two years alter the issuo of tho same. 

Sko. 10. That tho Direct Tax " Commissioners of 
South Carolina aro horeby authorized and required at 
the earliest practicable day to survey tho lands desig- 
nated in section into lots of twenty acres, with proper 
motros and bounds dintinctly marked, bo that the 
several tracts shall bo convenient m form, and us near 
aa practicable havo an avorago of fertility unci wood- 
land, aud tho expense of Hucti surveys shall be paid 
from the proceeds of sales of said lands, ot* if 6t5onor 
required, out of any moneys received lor other lauds 
oa those* islands, sold by the United Slates for taxes, 
and now iu the hands oi the Districl Tax Commis- 
sion ors. 

Sec, 11. That upon completion of tho transfer of 
said lauds in the manner specified in the preceding 
auction, tho President of tho United Slates shall have 
power to restore to their former owners the lands now 
occupied by persons under Gon. Suisilman's special 
hold order, dated at Savannah, Ga., Jan. 1G, 1865, ox- 
eopiinff such lands as may have been sold by tho 
United Slalos for taxes; but such restoration shall 
not bo made until after the crops of tho present year 
shall have been gathered by tho occupants of said 
land? nor until a fair compensation shall have been 
made thorn for all improvements or betterments 
eroctc:! thereon, and after duo notice of tho same bo- 
iurr ,{ on0 shall havo been given by the Assistant Com- 
missioner., 

Sko. 12- That tho Commissioner shall havo powor 
to seizo, hold, use, lease or sell all buildings and tene- 
ments, and any lands appertaining to the same, or 
otherwise formerly owned by or claimod and not 
hcrctoforo disposed of by the United Slates, and any 
buildings or lauds held in trust for tho samo by any 
person or persons, and to use the samo aud appro- 
priate the proceeds derived therefrom to the educa- 
tion of freed people; and whenever tho Bureau shall 
bo withdrawn tho Statos which havo provision for tho 
education of thr*ir citizens without distinction of 
color shall recoivo tho sum remaining unexpended of 
such Halts or rentals, which shall be distributed 
among said Stales for educational purposes, in pro- 
portion to their population. 

Sec. 13. . That tho Commissioner of this Bureau 
shall at all times cobporate with tho privato benevolent 
associations of citizens in aid of treedmon, and with , 
agents and teachers duly accredited and appointed by 
them, and shall lnro or provido by louso buildings tor 
purposes ot education,' whenever such associations 
shall, without cost to the Government, provide suit- 
abli: teachcra and moans .of .instruction, and he shall 
furnish main, protection aa may bo required tor tho 
sate conduct of such schools. 

SEO/-U. That in every Stat o or district wh^ro (ho 
ordinary course of judicial proceeding has bono in- 
terrupted by tho rebellion, and until tho Ramo shall 
be fuilv restored; and in every Stato or district whoso 
constitutional relations to the Government havo been 
practically discontinued by tho rebellion, and until 
audi Staie shall havo been restored iu each relations, 
and shall bo duly rcpiosented in the Cou^rosa ot the 
United States, tho right to make and enforce contracts, 
to sue by parties, and give evidence, to inherit, pur- 
chase, lease, sell, hold and convey real and porsonal 
property, and to have full an i equal benefit of all laws 
and proceedings concerning per.-oual hbeity, personal 
sccur.ty, and tho acquisition, enjoyment and disposi- 
tion or estate, real and personal* including the con- 
stitutional right to bear arms, shall be secured 
to and enjoyed by all tho cilizous of such 
State or district, without respect to race or color 
or previous condition ot slavery; and whenever, 
in either of said States or districts, tho ordinary c mrse 
of judicial proceedings has been interrupted by the 
rebellion, aud until tho same shall bu restored in its 
constitutional relations to the. Government, and shaH 
be duly represented in the Congress of the United 
States, the President shall, through the Commission- 
ers aud tho otheers oi tho Bureau, and undor such 
rules and regulations as the PrOHideut, through the 
Secretary of War, shall prescribe, extend military pro- 
tection and have military jurisdiction over all ques- 
tions and cases concerning tho tree enjoyment of such 
immunities and rights, and shall oe imposed or 
remitted, becauso o! rac; or color, or previous 
condition ot Slavery, other or greater thau the 
penalty or punishment to which whito per- 
sons may bo liablo by law tor tho like 
ottcuce; but tho jurisdiction conferred by this section 
upon tne oilicera Of this Buroau shall not exist in any 
State where the ordinary course of judicial proceed- 
ings has not been interrupted by tho rebellion, and 
shall cease in every Stato when tho Courts of tho 
Statos and United Stat a are not disturbed in the 
peaceable course oi justice, and after such State sha 1 
bo lulty restored in its constitutional relations to the 
Government, and shall bo duly represented in tho 
Congress ot tho United Statos. 

Sue, ID. That all officers, agents and employes of 
the Bureau, betore entering upon the duties of their 
oillco, shall take tho oath prescribed in thu first sec- 
tion of the act to which this is an amendment, and 
all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provi- 
sions of this act are hereby repealed. 

■ — — « — 

A Letter from 2Sx.Gov. Shorter, of Ala- 

hamn. 

The Mobile papers publish a loiter from Ex- 
Gov. Suohtkh, of Alabama, taking ground in favor of 
tho Philadelphia Convention. The letter is addrossad 
te A. W. Manual^ and bears date Washington, July 
4, It says: 

Having been identified with the secession party 
until tho close of the late unfortunate civil war, and 
believing that I fully comprehend their animus, past 
and present, I avail myself of this * pportumty to say 
that they will, in my opinion, hail with satisfaction 
this avowal lor the harmonious cooperation of all sec- 
tions in support oi the President's just and wiso poli- 
cy for restoring the Federal relations of all the States 
ot tho Union. 

During a temporary residence of several weeks in 
tho city I have not been an inattentive observer of 
passing events, especially of tho injustice with which 
the majority oi tho present Congress havo legislated 
upon most subjects affecting the' Southern States. 
Tho true condition of the people who inhabit them 
seem not to be understood, or if understood not ap- 
preciated. The assumption that thorols among them 
still a spirit of antagonism or disloyalty toward tho 
Govern hi en t of the United States,, so dangerous as to 
make it needful to superadd by Congressional enact' 
mbnts further, onerous, and, to -a brave and gallant 
people, dishonorable conditions, in order to socuro 
future subordination and allegiance, is believed to be 
but a new fabrication, resorted to tor the purpose of 
postponing reconstruction and perpetuating sectional 
party organization. Viewed in this light it is appa- 
rent iiow hopeless will be the task or reconstruction, 
as well as tho future peace and prosperity of tho 
Union, if these vital questions are absolutely controlled 
by tho passions, prejudices or designing purposes of 
radical legislators. 

The seceding States did not seek a separation be- 
cause they wero dissatisfied with the Constitution of 
the Uuitod Stata.-t, nor did thoy make war on it As 
incontrovertible evidence of this lnct, tho truth of 
which impartial history will ever attest, the Provis- 
ional Congress oi tho Confederate States, as their first 
official act, rcadoptea' tho Federal Constitution,, iu all 
its parts and proportions, with such alterations only 
as wore needful to embrace the*m new relations as 
States, and such amendments only— not of the Fed* 
oral or -Republican system— as in their judgment 
would mako the government under the Constitution 
more harmonious and conservative in its administra- 
tion. They attempted secession bocause they sincere- 
ly believed— and whether they were in error or not it 
is useless now to inquire— that their right of proper- 
ty in tour millions of slaves, estimated at three 
thousand millions of dollars, was in imminent 
peril. Tho institution of domestic Slavery, in 
tho mild and patriarchal form in which it existed 
among them, they regarded as a conservative element 
in Southern civilization; while, with only exceptional 
instances, there was an attachment between the 
masters and servants, hallowed by tender recollec- 
tions of past years, less intonse in degree only than 
that .which binds tho household in its holiest affec- 
tions. It was to rescue, preserve arid perpetuate these 
that the Southern people vainly attempted separa 
tiori. This they hoped to accomplish without war 
and bloodshed; for they had been taught to believe 
that as against States, acting in their sovereign 
capacity as political organizations, the Government of '• 
the United States had no power under . the Federal . 
Constitution to assault or coerce by arrest. But 
these expectations were doomed to the bittereBt dis- 
appointment. Thoy have lost all, and far more, 
than they hoped to save. They know and feel it; 
and havo acknowledged it before the world, by 
incorporating in their reorganised State Constitution/ 
fundamental provisions prohibiting domestic- Blavery 
henceforth and forever. The Confederate organiza- 
tion faded before the greater splendor of 'the grand 
old Union, and its glorious colors, consecrated by the 
best blood of the South, went down in gloom before 
the triumphant hosts who bore the star spancled ban- 
ner in victory to the gates of its capitoh There aro* 
flags furled iu Independence Hall, and; elsewhere in 
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Gon. Thayek, the nowly-olectod iSonalor from 
Nebraska, is>)f Massachusetts origin, but removed to 
Nebraska at tho time of the Kansas-Nebraska trou- 
bles, where ho was conspicuous as a Free-State man. 
At the outbreak of the war lie raised a regiment in 
Nebraska, and served with distinction in the West. 
He was mado a Hrigadier-Gcneral and served with 
credit as such during the siego of Vickaburgh. He 
was subsequently appointed to tho command of the 
army of tho frontier, and commanded one wing of 
the army in the disastrous Camden expedition, after 
which he remained on duty in Arkansas, and was bro- 
vettcd a Alajor-General, At the close of the war he 
returned to Nebraska, and his services seem to be 
appreciated by his State. Gem Thayer is a gentle- 
man of good address, fair abilities, and decidedly 
radical iu politics. 

A call appears in the Cloveland papers, signed 

ny Hufus P, Hasney, Fjraxk lin T. Backus, Moses 

Kki.lv and H. B, Payne, addressed to " ail who ire 
in Jovor of Husiiiuiiig ' the Administration in main- 
taining unbroken the Union of the States under the 
Constitution which our fathers established, and who 
agree in the propositions' set forth Tn said call, to 
rfiieet in convention at Cloveland, on Saturday, the 
21st day of July, 1866, to appoint delegates to the 
Philadelphia Convention." Judge RAKXEYand Hkkbz 
li. Payne ranked as "War Democrats; F. T. 13ackus 
and Moses Kelly as Republicans. Mr. Backus was 
the Republican candidate tor Supreme Judge in 18G2. 

Western papers assert that arms are being 

shipped to different parts of Missouri, and that an 

effort is to be mado to send compauies of radical mi- 
litia, commanded by appointees of Gov, Fletcher, 
with negro troops, into the large conservative comi- 
ties, for the purpose of deterring the people from 
voting at the approaching election, or forcing them to 
vote, tho Radical ticket in Bcli-proteciion. They also 
assort that a prominent citizen of Missouri had called 
upon the President, in company with lion. Thomas 
K. Noel, and informed him of these reports, and that 
ho assured them tho people would be protected in 
the enjoyment of their rights as citizens. 

The Wilmington (N. G.) Journal, of July 13, 

in speaking of the new Stato Constitution which is to 

bo submitted to the votes of the people in the first 
weok of August, Beys: "We shall oppose its adoption 
because wo object to its source; because there is not 
sufllcient time given for its consideration; because it 
conU ins provisions to which we can never give our 
assent, and which, if onco adopted, cannot bo changed 
without the greatest difficulty, and because the ftls we 
have, resulting from our old, time-honored constitu- 
tion, are not so great as to make us desire to fly to 
thoso w*o unow not of." 

Tho Democratic State Convention of Iowa as- 
sembled at Des Moines on Wednesday, and was very 

large and spirited. Gen. A. C. Dodge, of Burlington, 
was made President ol the Convention* Resolutions 
were adopted supporting President Johnson, offering 
to cooperate with all who sustain hirn, oppo?ing the 
Maine Liquor Law, denouncing the alleged corrup- 
tions of Gov. Stone " and accomplices," and in favor 
of the Monroe doctrine, tho proposed Union Conven- 
tion at Philadelphia, the movement for the freedom of 
Ireland, and tho equalization of bounties. 

The Houston Record thinks that tho Governor 

of Texas wiU call an extra session of the Legislature 

at an early day, believing the exigencies ot the Stato 
demand it to adopt measures of refor.ni and relief. 
Tho Record adds that prominent among the evils 
which should be abated is tho County Court, which 
at tho lowest estimate costs the State $15,000 per 
month, or $180,000 per year,, which is " a heavy tax, 
especially at this time,, considering the small amount 
of bonefit derived from its operation, and the;? impov- 
erished condition of the country.'* 

At a public meeting in. Lexington^ Ky.^ July 8, 

delegatos wero appointed to a District Convention, to 

be hold in tho same city July 25, to select delegates to 
the Philadelphia Convention. The meeting also in- 
structed its delegates to vote for Hon. Geo.. S. Shank- 
lin, of Jessamine, and Hon. Milton D,unham, of 
Boyle, as delegates from that district* and recom- 
mended as deUgate3 from the State at large Hon. 
Gaeuett Davis, Hon. James Guthrie,. Hon. Lazarus. 
\y\ Powell and Hon. Riohabd H, Stantox. 

The Iowa Democratic State Convention/ at Des 

Moines July 11, elected three delegates from each 

Congressional District, and A. C. Dodoe, G. P. Par- 
keb, A. B. Latimeb, S. N. Fairall, Edward Johns- 
ton, J. M. Elwood, B. B. Hic^abds and Lxourous 
Palmer for tho State at large, f o attend the Philadel- 
phia Convention. 

Gen, Thomas J. Hekdebsok has withdrawn 

his name as a candidate /or the Republican nomina- 
tion in the Fifth Illinois Congressional District. 
There will probably bono opposition in the Conven- 
tion to tho ronomiuation of Mr. fHOEttfJOLL. Ho was 
the successor of Qwen Lovkjot^ . 


tho North, and there aro flags fololffe ffie capitola of 
Southern States, whielrare preserved to commemo- 
rate the dpods of brave men who havo periled all in 
dofenco of their homos' and country. Let them be 
ever thus preserved, and as a perpetual reminder atao 
of, what they cost. -The States" of the South* afi weE 
as the States of the North and of the West, can point 
to fields of gallant daring and patriotic devotion un- 
surpassed; and tho resources, grand and wonderful, 
displayed by all sections, and before which the civil- 
ized world stood amaxed and confounded, demonstrate 
tho mighty strength ami invincible power of the 
American Statos united. 

Tho Federal Government having vindicated its au- 
thority of its utmost borders, and the peoplo of the 
insurgent States having surrendered their arms, re- 
turned to their former peaceful pursuits, and by 
solemn oath renewed their allegiance to the Constitu- 
tion of tho United States, and remodeled their State 
organisations in conformity with those of all tho other 
States of tho Union, and having thus manfully and in 
good laith accepted tho national situation, there can 
be now no justification beforo the Christian world of 
that unnatural spirit which aspires still to trample 
and oppress States and people quiescent and defence- 
less, who are submissive to law and taxation for the 
common benefit, though deprivod cf aU representa- 
tion and voice iu tho national councils. 

I understand that it is tho object of tho National 
Union Convention to robulco this sectional spirit, and 
tc *?cek, by wise and patriotic measures, a restoration 
ot the Union in fact as well as in theory, and thus to 
maintain "inviolate the rights of the State, 1 ' and 
* unbroken the Union of the States, under the Con- 
stitution which our fathers established." tfor this 
laudable purpose, upon' the basis of the propositions 
stated in the "call," and in reference to the invita- 
tion accorded to them, I hope aud believe that tho 
peoplo of Alabama and of all the Southern States will 
dologato their representatives to assemble with you 
and others from "all the States and Territories of 
tho Union, as friends and brothors, under the national 
flag, to hold oounsel together upon the stato of the 
Union, and to take measures to avert possible danger 
from the same." 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

.JOHN. GILL SHORTER. 

A. TV. Randall, President National Union Club, 
Washington, D. C. 


Kindly Rotations .to be fiSstablishcdU 

From the Mobile Register. ■ 

As far as wo seo there is little opposition in 

the Southern Statos to tho Constitutional Convention 
proposed by the conservative men of the North, 

VVe highly approvo of it. If we send tho right kind 
of delegates— sagacious, discreet men, who thorough- 
ly understand their duties— wo shall havo an influence 
which, In somo Bmall measure, may compensate us 
for our lack of influence at Washington. It wero 
totally impossible for delegates fit for the service, to 
meet their lato enemies in a conclave like tho ono 
proposed, without making friends— without smooth^ 
ing the asperities that aro left as a debris of the great 
war. Kindly relations -may be established by it; the 
honest motives of our people may bt impressed by it on an 
influential body, which vrill be composed of those from 
whom alone wo havo any reason to expect considera- 
tion and Justice. Wo are helpless. These men prof- 
fer us help. Who wiU declare that we ought not to 
put out our hands and meet them in a frank and 
manly spirit ? 

Tho question now is, how shall these delegates be 
chosen ? Tho old machinery of conventions is clumsy, 
at host, and, at tho host, is no security for proper ap- 
pointments. At p#Bent it is especially objectionable; 
for it is possible that a- State Convention or District 
Conventions would bo very thinly attended— porhaps, 
bo only neighborhood gatherings in districts, or vOry 
limited in a State Convention. The best peoplo are 
now making their crops, or working in tho citios or 
towns for a subsistence, which is imperative. 

There are oihor objections, but these wiU suffice to' 
suggest them. 

WeU, what is to be done ? We adopt the suggestion 
of our neighbor, the AdwrUitr and Register* whioh 
proposes to authorize as bo3t wo can— that is by the 
expression of opinion through tho newspapers— the 
Governor of the Stato to select tho delegates. If local 
meetings, which cost littlo or nothing, oither in. time 
or money, wero to bo called to consider tho matter, 
perhaps thoy would more readily confirm the author-, 
ity of tho Governor in taking on himsolf the pro- 
posed service. It is a responsible ono, wo coniess, 
but he is in position to pecforui it better than con- 
ventions. He has cmly to choose sensible men, who 
will go to tho work with no desire except that of heal- 
ing the wounds of tho country and restoring us to 
good fellowship with those at tho North whom wo 
must rely on tor tho future restoration of our States 
to a constitutional equality with those of the North. 
He can do this, and w. trust that the people will ac- 
quiesce in tho prouosition and that he will accept the 
responsibility ot it. 

Goneral Sheridan on National AfTair«. 

A correspondent of the Cincinnati Commercial^ 

who has hud an interview with General SnKntDAN, 

reports' that the lattor expressed himself as follows: 

"lie said thero was an undoubted chango for the 
wor.HO in tho attitude of tho South within the lust six 
months, and bud symptoms appeared to bo increas- 
ing. It now looked ad if those infatuated people were 
about once moro to precipitate their own misfortune. 
Nothing could havo been moro considerate thau the 
disposition of the nation toward its defeated toes, 
even in the heat of passion and Hush of victory; and 
hud tho rebels only manitustod a temper correspond- 
ingly reasonable, as, indeed, was very natural to bo 
expected after such chastisement,' there could havo 
been no tun her dimcuitj,*, The South evidently had 
no statesmen, eh'o so plain a problem would not con- 
tinue to be so buugled; tor it should be clear tiiat no 
class, once sot free, can long remain disirauchised; 
and as thoy ought to have forestalled their foes in 
giving ^freedom to that class in war, bo after- 
wards common sense ought to have prompted at 
least the later prudence of making allies in peace of 
thoso with whom they ure bound henceforth to live. 
Instead, howoycr, ic appeared- certain tho rebels had 
learned nothing trom experience, and would, in taut, 
drive their only chance into untrJendly hands. The 
s.tety of tho public peace and ot the private; rights of 
Union men in tho South still ruquirotho mediation of 
a suiUcient military force, aud if called upon to givo 
his testimony it should be; the United SiatBs troops 
ought not yet to bo romoved from tho South," 


- / 


Ebf Jfeur JJork EintCG 

Published: July 19, 1866 
Copyright © The New York Times 


